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CELEBRATING THE LIFE OF
REVEREND

ANGUS THOMPSON

FOUNDING PASTOR, NEW JERUSALEM BAPTIST CHURCH

SUNRISE: FEBRUARY 13, 1939 ‘ SUNSET: SEPTEMBER 8, 2025

SERVICES 11:00 AM « SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 20, 2025

NEW JERUSALEM BAPTIST CHURCH
1420 BORTON LANE « WICHITA FALLS TX 76306
REV. ANTHONY PHILLIPS, ASSISTANT PASTOR, OFFICIATING
REV. DR. ROBERT M. CASTLE, EULOGIST
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The Legacy of
REVEREND ANGUS THOMPSON

Reverend Angus B. Thompson, born February 13, 1939, in Kilgore, Texas, was a devoted civic
and religious leader whose life was defined by service, faith, and a deep commitment to justice.
From his early days as a student-athlete to his decades of leadership in education, community
development, and ministry, Rev. Thompson left an enduring mark on every life he touched.

Early Life, Education, and Military Service

Rev. Thompson received his early education in Kilgore, Texas. He began his high school journey at
Booker T. Washington High School, in Wichita Falls, where he played football under the legendary
coach Ervin Garnett. He later returned to Kilgore to graduate from C.B. Dansby High School
in 1958, earning the distinction of salutatorian. He enrolled at Midwestern State University, but
his studies were interrupted when he was drafted into the U.S. Army, but in true ABT fashion,
he chose the Navy instead. He served honorably during the Vietnam Conflict, an experience that
shaped his lifelong commitment to service and leadership.

During his time in the military, Rev. Thompson met Shirley Houston, the love of his life. They
married in 1964 in Lufkin, Texas, and the Lord blessed them with four beautiful children: Renate,
Yolanda, Omar, and Monica.

Career and Civic Leadership

Rev. Thompson’s professional journey began at Region 9 Education Center, where his mentor,
Dr. McBride, then Director of the center, recognized his leadership potential. Upon McBride’s
resignation, Rev. Thompson was appointed interim director. While serving Region 9, he joined the
board of Community Action Corporation (CAC) North Texas, an agency dedicated to supporting
underserved populations. Rising through the ranks, Rev. Thompson became Executive Director,
a role he held for 34 years. Under his leadership, CAC opened the first area food bank, expanded
vital programs such as HeadStart, Meals on Wheels, and housing services, and championed
recovery support and transitional housing.

Rev. Thompson’s passion for social justice was unwavering. Even while leading CAC, he remained
deeply involved in grassroots organizing. His work was never confined to boardrooms. He marched,
protested, and preached for equality, even in the face of threats to his safety. These efforts laid
the foundation for his political career, where he served 12 years as District 2 City Councilman,
including 8 years as Mayor Pro-Tem.

Rev. Thompson’s civic contributions were transformative. He helped establish the MLK
Center, fought discriminatory hiring practices, and played a key role in developing the Softball
Complex, Kay Yeager Coliseum, and Wichita Falls” waterfall. He advocated for the construction
and lighting of the Emanuel M. Davis Overpass, improving transportation access for Eastside
residents. He also supported improvements to the Downtown Library and Red River water
treatment initiatives. Appointed by former Governor Preston Smith to the inaugural Texas
Human Relations Commission, he also served on the boards of the Community Healthcare
Center and Public Broadcasting in Wichita Falls, and was honored to deliver the opening prayer
at the State Capitol.

Ministry and Community Impact

Rev. Thompson’s spiritual journey was central to his life. He sought the Lord earnestly and
understood that true service required divine guidance. With the revelation that God had a
calling on his life, he first pastored Macedonia Baptist Church in Quanah, Texas, for five years
before founding New Jerusalem Baptist Church in Wichita Falls. This ministry was born from a
vision to serve the community more deeply.

Under his leadership, New Jerusalem became more than a
place of worship —it became a beacon of transformation.
He launched Operation Fresh Start, which revitalized
neighborhoods, renovated homes, and restored dignity to
families in need. The church provided food and clothing

distribution, installed air conditioning for seniors, and
ensured children received holiday gifts and shoes. He was passionate about no one in the
community feeling forgotten. Rev. Thompson believed that ministry must meet people where
they are, and he empowered his congregation to be the hands and feet of Christ in every corner
of the city.

Also under his guidance, New Jerusalem Baptist Church partnered with WFISD through a
robust school adoption program, supporting six campuses: Legacy High School, Hirschi
Middle School, Kirby Middle School, Booker T. Washington, Scotland Park, and Kate Burgess
Elementary. Volunteers mentored students, assisted teachers, and organized seasonal drives
tailored to each school’s needs. A cornerstone initiative was the Back-to-School Backpack
Program, which provided backpacks filled with school supplies. This program, often paired with
clothing and coat drives, was spearheaded by Rev. Thompson to ensure every child felt seen,
supported, and prepared.



The Legacy of
REVEREND ANGUS THOMPSON

(Continued)

Education and Personal Passions

Rev. Thompson earned both his BA and MS in Political Science from Midwestern State University
and pursued his PhD at the University of North Texas. He later served as an adjunct professor
at MSU and Vernon Regional Junior College, mentoring students and championing education at

every level.

Outside of his ministry and civic work, Rev. Thompson was a voracious reader who built a
personal library of hundreds of books. His collection spanned religious texts, history, cookbooks,
philosophy, politics, and poetry, all reflecting his insatiable curiosity and intellectual depth.

Legacy and Family

Rev. Thompson was carried by angels to his eternal rest on September 8, 2025. He leaves behind
a legacy of compassion, leadership, and unwavering faith.

He was preceded in death by his father, Jesse Thompson; mother, Katherine Waldon; brothers,
Lester, Frankie and Charles Thompson; and beloved daughters, Renate Thompson Harris and
Yolanda Thompson Stewart.

To cherish his memory, he leaves his wife of 61 years, Shirley; son Omar (Courtney); daughter
Monica (Richard); brothers Jesse Jr., MacArthur (Juanita), and Harold Ray; sisters Dorothy Jean,
Erma Jean, Betty Jean, Lavern, Donna (Antony), Carolyn, and Ennette (Albert). He also leaves
eight grandchildren: Sharnese (John), Senora, Jillian, Kiara, Lalrance III, Omar Jr., Layla, and
Kailey; one great-granddaughter, Anayah; and a host of nieces, nephews, relatives, and friends.

Reverend Angus B. Thompson was more than a leader. He was a guiding light, a fierce advocate,
and a faithful servant. His legacy lives on in the lives he touched, the communities he uplifted, and
the family he loved so deeply. Though he has departed this life, the seeds he planted will continue
to grow, and his spirit will remain a source of strength and inspiration for generations to come.

/

Isaiah Chapter 6:1-3

1 In the year that king Uzziah died I saw also
the Lord sitting upon a throne, high and lift-
ed up, and his train filled the temple.

2 Above it stood the seraphims: each one had
six wings; with twain he covered his face,
and with twain he covered his feet, and with
twain he did fly.

3 And one cried unto another, and said, Holy,
holy, holy, is the Lord of hosts: the whole
earth is full of his glory
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ORDER OF WORSHIP

Rev. Anthony Phillips, Master of Ceremonies

Musical Prelude

Processional Pastors, Ministers and Family
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Remarks Continued

....................................

Rev. DeMotis Sherman

Orginal West Texas Convention Moderator

Donna Howard
Speaking on behalf of his siblings

Layla Thompson
Speaking on behalf of his grandchildren

D O\

Musical Selection .........coccveviieniiniiiinieniiieennes Holy Ghost Power

New Ferusalem Baptist Church Choir
Scriptures
Old Testament Reading.........ccccceevviiniiienecnnne. Minister Julata Brooks

Minister Pete Johnson
Rev. David Cavitt
How Excellent Is Thy Name
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New Ferusalem Baptist Church Choir

ReESOIUTIONS .ot Sis. Valerie Franklin
New FJerusalem Baptist Church

Proclamation ......veeee e Robert Brooks
District 2 City Councilman

Remarks ..oo.eeeeiiiiiiiiii, Dr. Donny Lee
Superintendent, Wichita Falls 1SD

Coach Rich Renner
Head Football Coach
Midwestern State University
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Mrs. Rosie Flanigan
Community Lead

Sis. Mary Ann Merriex
New Jerusalem Baptist Church

O~ T

Monica Thompson
Speaking on behalf of his children

Pulpit Remarks .......cccouvveeiiiiiin, Rev. Anthony Phillips
New Jerusalem Baptist Church

Photo Montage ..........ccccceeeviiiiiiiiiiniieennne, Jesus Is the Best Thing
The late Rev. James Cleveland

Obituary (Read Silently)

Sermon Hymn........ccccceeiiiniiiiiii, Father, I Stretch My Hands To Thee
Congregational Hymn

Eulogy oo Rev. Dr. Robert M. Castle

Recessional ..o, May the Work That I Have Done
Speak for Me

New Ferusalem Baptist Clurch Choir
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Cherished Famaily Memories




Cherished Famaily Memories

- 10 - - 11 -




Cherished Church and Croic Memories

- 12 - -13 -




-15 -

Memories

ic

Cwo

Cherished Church and

I
AN

- 14 -



WIFE’S LOVING TRIBUTE

My Honey,

Sixty-one years ago, I said “I do,” and I have never once looked back.
Through every season: joys, trials, laughter, and tears—we stood side by side,
hand in hand. You are my partner, my protector, my confidant, and the love
of my life.

Together, we built not only a beautiful life and family that included four
children, but also a ministry that has touched generations. For almost 50
years, we labored together in faith, serving the Lord and leading His people,
beginning at Macedonia Baptist Church in Quanah, and then here at New
Jerusalem Baptist Church. You poured your heart into the calling God placed
on your life, and I was honored to serve beside you every step of the way.
Watching you preach, teach, and pastor with such humility and conviction
filled me with pride. Your quiet strength carried a presence that even the
loudest sounds could never drown out.

We have shared joy unimaginable and pain that is indescribable. But through
it all, we remained steadfast. We continued to do the work that God required
of us.

Thank you for a lifetime of memories; for your strength, your kindness, and
the quiet ways you loved me every day. You made our house a home, our
family strong, and my life full. You made the church a place of hope, healing,
and spiritual growth for all who entered.

Though my heart is broken, I carry your love with me. I will miss your rich
baritone voice, your laugh, your singing, your very presence, but I know you
are at peace, healed and made whole by God’s perfect love. I know that love
like ours doesn’t end; it only changes form. And as we always said, “To God
be the glory for the things He has done.”

Rest well, my love. Your legacy lives on in our family, in the church you
founded, in the community you served, and in all who were touched by your
life and ministry.

Always and forever,

Sweet

August 21, 1964




CHILDREN’S TRIBUTE

Dad

b

There are no words that can fully capture who you were to us, or to the
countless lives you touched as a pastor, a civic leader, a friend, and truly, a man
after God’s own heart. But today, we celebrate your life with hearts full of love,
pride, and gratitude.

You were a gentle soul with a quiet strength. A man who led not with volume,
but with vision. You didn’t have to raise your voice often because you and
Mom raised us right. Your firm hand was always guided by your kind heart.
You taught us to love the Lord, to love each other, and to walk with purpose.

You lived your faith out loud, not just from the pulpit, but in everyday
moments: in your work, your service, and your unwavering commitment

to doing what was right. You were one of the smartest men we have ever
known—wise, thoughtful, and full of insight. And yet, your humility never
failed. You listened more than you spoke, and when you spoke, we all leaned
in, because we knew your words carried weight.

Your work ethic was unmatched. Whether in ministry, community service, or at
home, you gave your all. You showed us what it means to serve with integrity,
to love without condition, and to lead by example. You are truly a giant among
men.

Thank you, Dad, for every lesson, every prayer, every moment. We will carry
your legacy forward with the same faith, strength, and love that you instilled
n us.

Rest well, Daddy. You’ve finished your race, and you ran it well. Heaven has
gained a faithful servant, and we have gained a lifetime of memories and a
standard to live by.

With our whole hearts, we will love you always.

Your Children
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SIBLINGS’ TRIBUTE

To my family and the church,
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I wanted to write a short note about, and to, Angus.

Angus, thank you for being my big brother. I know you already know this, butif I “%&
could, I would ask you: where did you get all your courage and talent?

You know we were all born and raised in the Jim Crow South, and I'm truly
impressed by everything you’ve done to uplift both the community and the
country.

Thank you again for being my big brother. I love you deeply, and I will always
miss you.

Love, funior

Angus was a devoted big brother who set an example for his younger siblings.

He looked out for them both at home and at school. During the winter months,
he and our younger brothers would gather firewood to help keep the family warm.
When our mother went off to beauty school, Angus, still a young teenager, took
charge of making sure there was food on the table.

There are countless things I could say about my big brother. He was hardworking,
talented in drawing, intelligent, and deeply committed to fairness. He truly
wanted everyone to have a fair shot at life.

Love, Mac

My brother was truly awesome, a friend, a confidant, and someone you could
always count on. Even as a young teenager, he believed in the power of education
and self-improvement. He had the nerve to try and encourage my sister and me to
learn the Ten Commandments. He probably knew his path from an early age. He
is deeply missed. Love you, big brother.
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My brother would say to me: “I'here are consequences for the choices we make
) ) Angus understood this deeply. He was not only wise beyond his years, but also a

truly great friend, someone who faced challenges head-on and inspired others to
do the same.

i

Love, Betlye
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No fancy words for what you meant to me. No long drawn-out speeches. Just a
simple “thank you” for being there for me.

You proved yourself sincere in being an example as a big brother. You made my
day when you would say, “Feel like a million.” I love you and you will always be in
my heart and that of the family.

Your sister Erma 1.
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“Still Waters Run Deep.” I was never more aware of the truth of that statement
than when I was talking with Angus. I will truly miss the depth and breadth of
our conversations. Angus made me believe that we as human beings could, and
should, use our time on this earth to make a difference in the lives of others, and
that he most certainly did.
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) Love, Carolyn (
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SIBLINGS’ TRIBUTE

Dear Big Brother,

Thank you for always being our rock, our guide, and our greatest supporter.
You’ve shown us what strength, loyalty, and love truly looks like. Whether it
was your quiet encouragement or your bold protection, you’ve made a lasting
impact on our life. I'm grateful for every moment, every lesson, and every
laugh we’ve shared.

With all my love and appreciation,

Lavern

This is your sister Ennette. We all grew up together, and he was truly a good
person, kind-hearted and always willing to help others. Thank you again for
everything you gave to our family and community. Your spirit lives on in all of us.

Ennette

Thank you, Angus, for being such a steady presence in our lives. Your
generosity, strength, and compassion touched so many people, and I’'m proud
to call you my brother.

Harold

It always touched my heart when my brother would greet me by calling me
“The Last of the Mohicans.” I often wondered what he meant by it, was it his
way of saying I was resilient, unique? Whatever it meant, it stayed with me.

I love you, big brother, for being such a strong and steady force in our lives.
Your presence gave us courage, your strength gave us hope, and your love gave
us something to hold onto.

With love, Donna
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1 The Lord is my shepherd; I shall not want.

2

He maketh me to lie down in green pastures:
he leadeth me beside the still waters.

He restoreth my soul: he leadeth me in the paths
of righteousness for his name’s sake.

Yea, though I walk through the valley of the shadow
of death, I will fear no evil: for thou art with me;
thy rod and thy staff they comfort me.

Thou preparest a table before me in the presence
of mine enemies: thou anointest my head with oil;
my cup runneth over.

Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the
days of my life: and I will dwell in the house of
the Lord for ever.
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GRANDKIDS’ TRIBUTE
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You have worn many hats throughout your life. Pastor. Activist.

I

Community Leader. Son. Brother. Husband. Father. For us, you

[
q

are our Papa. Our Poppi.

We are here today with hearts full of gratitude as we reflect on the
incredible legacy you have left us. You poured wisdom into our lives,
gave us love without limits, and filled our days with laughter. You set the
standard for what it means to be a God-fearing man, and we are truly

blessed to call you our grandpa.

You shaped the principles and values we carry with us. Your influence
reached far beyond our family, touching countless lives. Most importantly,
you led so many to our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ. You fought for the
rights of minorities, educated and uplifted others, and lived as a true role
model whose legacy will stand the test of time. Your love and compassion

for people were unmatched, and your joy could light up any room.

You are the best grandfather and role model we could ever ask for. We
don’t see this moment as one of mourning, but as a celebration of the
remarkable life you lived. We know you are in heaven with Jesus, getting
the VIP tour. Thank you for being part of our stories, for everything you

gave, everything you taught, and everything you will forever mean to us.
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You may be gone from this world, but you will never be gone from our
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A Recipe for an Amazing Grandfather: (
(
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* 5 early morning calls

[
\

3 midnight meetings

Q
¢

« 2 servings of stern advice

1 hearty crack of laughter

Prayers to taste

Our grandfather knew exactly how to blend these ingredients, creating
a dish that was always just what we needed. Around his table, we feasted
on joy, laughter, and love. Some recipes may have been a little messy (a
mountain of dishes that might have made Granny scowl), but we were

never left hungry.

Though it 1s time for him to go, we are grateful for every moment we

had to savor. The meals he served, now cherished memories, continue to

3
)

bring us comfort.

|

| It 1s an honor to carry on his legacy. We love him, we miss him, and we |
) ’ will keep serving up the love he taught us—one story, one laugh, one < ‘
memory at a time.
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SHAPING THE FUTURE
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In the only surprise of the
night, incumbent Charles
Thomas lost & dogfight for the
District | seat as he garnered 45
percent of the vote, or 410 votes,
to Terrance Loughry's 49 per-
cent, or 450 votes Giola Ozuna
was a distance third in the race

with 36 vou

Incumbent pavid Farabee
captured 71 percent, of 1,983 1
votes, 1o streak past his four iy
challengers, including Claude wm. W. (Blll}.bﬁfl
Greer who received 291 votes: 210
Dwain Weleh, 96, Jay Carl
Hager, 113; and William John- Councilor, District 1
son, 210. Giola E. Ozuna

In the District 2 race, incum-

bent Angus Thompson walked

away with 86 percent of the vote, Terrance E. (Terry) Loughry
or 454 votes, o challenger Bill 450

Cannon's 28 votes and Pearl Charles Thomas

410

La Chance’s 34.
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his supporters and by his walk- | Cpuncllor, D‘Sfﬂcf2
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He said during those talks with
his neighbors. one theme Wwas
consistent: “They didn’t like the
people in there.”

For some voters in District 1.
he said it was the first time 2
candidate had knocked on their
doors in 15 or 20 years

In a phone interview, Thomas.
59, blamed the Times Record
News and other news media for
his loss. He abruptly ended the
interview

28
Pearl Rodsr?uez LaChance
Angus Thompson
454
Education Institution
City Clerk Wilma

only 2.789 of
voters cast b:

tion.
“We really should hav

worked for seven lot more people vote,

ichita Falls Times & Record News June 2015

Sharing cool comfort

(“[ \I N e (
10N \("“ 7 ) ) ) ea
.l“ I| ISS l salem ( I'Ch prov ((‘h(\\l(l ell¢

Thomas
called voter turnout very low as

43777 registered
allots in the elec-

¢ had a
Thomas

Wichita Falls Times & Record News March 1987

Angus Thompson sees need
for investment in Hast Side

This {hat residents of the area can

EDITOR'S NOTE:
article was written after y .‘.. y be the lifeblood of downtown
Thompson appedree e/t ¢ e T e

Wichita Falls Times &
Record News May 2017

Cleanup
§aturday
in school
vicinity
Operation Fresh Start
targets Hirschi areas

Trish Choate
Special to Wichita Falls T

USA TODAY NETW

_Opcratiuu Fresh Start volunte

Lv‘nll launch their Clean-Up h\“;“:}‘ ‘
all

in:;n;]f:;fz:)ﬁg:\ H a.m. Saturday in ongo

. e (.),’me up neighborhoods

_H}rstlxl High School

. The initiative is also expanding t

t'g Kemp Addition in this 1.’10"\":71 1

paign, the Rev. Angus Thompson [‘v-i‘:

tor of New Ji
! erusalem Baptist C
by alem Baptist Church
. It was a beautiful, beautiful exper
ﬁnu* back in May when we had \‘
rst cleanup campaign,” T} Axvr 5
ign,” Thompson

said. “I believe it will continue t
ment the relatior ;»““i,' t
schools and the nman!wr‘}l ‘; e

Operation Fresh .\I(ﬂ“ \\l ; full
f]edgcd initiative to improve s

nities surrounding H.r;u Bt il
the Kemp Additior Sohbochc
which is not near t :
, “People that live
ties will realize there are s n
we can do to <
Thompson said
' Operation Fresh Start
lurmcnnnemnm.,:zA 1 s
staff at Hirschi Nr!y\l M
and Kate Burgess Elementar
churches and neighb s i

While students fr xr‘r. tl
won't be working

AS

ngs

improve our areas

TIMES RECO

Tb::kkev. Angus Thompson, pidunS?nN:h“/es gt

Bethlgr;:und, \.Ni|.| be the guest speaker at
lehem Missionary Baptist Church May 7

in the |

Loughry
years as @ city traffic engineer said. "1 reaty exsectat & of
He now owns the Creative Please see |“°“'“'r'” ;
St 3 tion, they will volunteer in the ot
neighborhoods Sut\:z.i‘.\. o .
They're going to learn that they car
make contributions to the wel %

?he common man, and we're ex
(fboul that,” Thompson said \\~“-w \
some great kids, just wonderful y \“M
people A -
g The city will put dumpster
for yard waste, cut-up tre
other trash for the cleanuj

b Those dumpsters wil be
side of Hirschi's east parkin

See CLEANUP, Page 5A
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KEEPING THE LEGACY ALIVE

Support The Reverend Angus Thompson
Memorial Scholarship Fund

A memorial scholarship celebrating the life of Rev. Thompson and

honoring his passion for supporting students in WFISD.

Rev. Thompson believed deeply in the power of education to transtorm
lives and uplift communities. This scholarship was established to
celebrate his life and legacy, and to honor his lifelong dedication to

nurturing the passions and potential of students within the WFISD.

Through this fund, his family aims to provide financial assistance

to disadvantaged students who have demonstrated a sincere desire to
pursue higher education. Their hope is that, through this scholarship,
Rev. Thompson’s enduring spirit of service and support will continue to
impact lives and inspire future generations throughout the Wichita Falls

community.

Scan Here To DONATE

“EVERY child deserves the chance to go college.”
— Rev. Angus Thompson




2 Timothy 4:7

“I have fought a good fight, I have finished my
course, I have kept the faith.”

A Note from the Thompson Famaly

We are deeply grateful for the outpouring of love, respect, and remembrance shown
to our beloved father, Reverend Angus B. Thompson. Your kind words, thoughtful
gestures, and presence during this time have brought comfort and strength to our
family. Your prayers have helped to sustain us and continue to carry our family.

Thank you for honoring his life, his legacy, and the values he lived by: faith, service,
and compassion. Your love for him reflects the impact he made in this world, and we
are humbled by the community that continues to surround us.

With sincere appreciation,

The Thompson Family

- 30 -

THANK YOU

From the Angus
Thompson Campaign

To everyone who supported
me, | would like to

express my sincere
appreciation and thanks.

Angus Thompson

Pol. Adv. pd. for by the Committee to Re-elect Angus Thompson,
Ms. John White, Treasurer, 616 Dee Drive, Wichita Falls, Texas 7630)

FElection Ad 1989
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Active Pallbearers
Deacons of New Jerusalem Baptist Church

Honorary Pallbearers

Richard Foy Harold Ray Thompson
Ken Houston Jessie Thompson Jr.
Joe Houston MacArthur Thompson
John Harris Cedric Thompson
Earnest James Cyrus Thompson
Rodney James Omar Thompson Sr.
Kory Pratt Omar Thompson Jr.

Flower Bearers

Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority, Incorporated
Omicron Epsilon Omega Chapter

Acknowledgements

The family of Reverend Angus B. Thompson extends its sincere appreciation to
the United States Navy, the Department of Veterans Affairs, the military honor escorts,
and the City of Wichita Falls ceremonial escorts for their distinguished presence and

We also wish to acknowledge the clergy who offered spiritual guidance and comfort,
and the dedicated staff of United Regional Health Care System for their compassion.

Your collective support in honoring the legacy of service, faith, and leadership of
Rev. Angus Thompson 1s deeply appreciated.

Final Arrangements

Entrusted “lo Internment
Wells Funeral Home Hampton Vaughn Crestview
909 Harding Street Funeral Home & Memorial Park
Wichita Falls, Texas 76301 1917 Archer City HWY

Wichita Falls, Texas 76302
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